
Your contribution to the Church is your 

appreciation for your Parish. To become 

a regular contributor please fill in this 

slip and return it to the Parish Office or 

place it on the Sunday Collection Plate. 

You could also send us an email at   

admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Planned Giving Envelope  

Request Form  

 

Name………………………………………………………

…………………………………………….………………… 

Address ………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………. 

Phone (H) ………………………………………...……

Mobile …………………………………………...……. 

   Blakehurst          

   South Hurstville    

        100% Tax Deductible (over $2.00) 

REDEMPTORIS MATER MISSIONARY SEMINARY 
– OPEN DAY – Sunday, 27 November. The Semi-
nary will open its doors to the Catholic Communities 
of the Archdiocese of Sydney from 1pm until 4pm on 
Sunday, 27 November.  Afternoon Tea & Coffee will 
be served from 3pm and Vespers will be sung in the 
Sanctuary of the Word by the Seminarians at 
4pm.  Registration is not necessary, so come and 
join us for a tour of the Seminary and an afternoon 
of chat and prayer. The Seminary is located at 106 
Gurney Road, Chester Hill. For further information 
contact the Seminary on 02-9726 8114 or by email 
at secretary@seminary.org.au.  

MOUNT ST BENEDICT CENTRE 
ADVENT 2016 FESTIVAL. All 

are welcome to the yearly Advent 
Festival at Mount St Benedict 
Centre, Pennant Hills. This year 
we will pre-empt the O Anti-

phons, and pray these ancient 
cries of COME O Morning Star, 
COME O Holy Guide, COME O 
Prince of Peace! 27 November, 

1st Sunday of Advent; 3.30 After-
noon Tea followed by the Festival 
at 4.30 for one hour. Bookings: 

For catering purposes by Mon-
day, 21 November. 9484 6208 
or mtstbene-
dict@bigpond.com. Entrance: 

Off Hull Road. 

ONE MONTH LEFT OF THE YEAR OF MERCY.   
Pilgrimage Of Mercy – St Mary’s Cathedral Holy 

Door. “The practice of pilgrimage has a special 

place in the Holy Year, because it represents the 
journey each of us makes in this life”. Pope Francis . 
Throughout this Year of Mercy, you are invited to 

come to St Mary’s Cathedral and make a Pilgrimage 
of Mercy. Walk through the Holy Door and make a 
pilgrimage along the Way of Mercy - six different 
Mercy Stations throughout the Cathedral where you 

can stop, reflect and pray. For more information see 
www.sydneycatholic.org/yearofmercy.  

XT3 2016 ADVENT CALENDAR APP. Start the 
lead up to Christ’s birth by preparing your heart with 

the Xt3 Advent Calendar app – filled with reflections, 
videos and scripture readings to help you go deeper 
in your faith.Go to www.xt3.com/advent for more. 

WALK WITH CHRIST COMPLETING THE YEAR 
OF MERCY. The annual CBD Walk With Christ Eu-

charistic procession will take place this year at 
2.00pm on Sunday, 20 November; the Feast of 
Christ the King. As the procession coincides with the 
closing of the Jubilee doors at St Peter’s Basilica, 

Rome, it will be the completing event for the Year of 

Mercy in Sydney. Participants will gather for the 
start in a closed section of Pitt St, between Hunter 
St and Martin Place. The Blessed Sacrament will be 

brought to meet us there from St Patrick’s, Church 
Hill. For more details visit 
www.sydneycatholic.org/walkwithchrist.  

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land.  

There’s a four-page coverage of  the 
60th Anniversary celebration of Mater 
Dei Church in this week’s edition.                    

            Pick up your copy for $2 only today. 

MEMORIAL MASS FOR DECEASED 
PRIESTS. You are cordially invited to 
the Annual Memorial Mass for De-
ceased Priests which will be celebrat-

ed by the Most Rev Bishop Terence 
Brady on Thursday, 17 November 
2016 at 12.00pm.  The Mass will be 
at the Mary, Mother of Mercy Chapel, 
Rookwood Catholic Cemetery.  Lunch 
will follow in the Mary, Mother of Mer-
cy Condolence Lounge, all welcome. 

For further enquiries please contact Jo 
Davenport on 02 8713 5712 or email: 
jo@catholiccemeteries.com.au. 

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION – 16 DEC 2016. Join with 
the St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and the Orchestra of the An-
tipodes in a concert for Christmas featuring some of your 
favourite carols and Christmas reflections. Tickets are on 
sale now for this special event which will be sure to get 
you in the season. For all information, please visit 
www.achristmascelebration.com.au.  

BLAKEHURST PARISH IS URGENTLY IN NEED OF 

CLEANERS TO KEEP THE CHURCH NEAT AND TIDY 

AND THE TOILETS AS WELL. THOSE INTERESTED 

PLEASE CONTACT PARISH OFFICE ON 9546 2605 OR 

YOU MAY ALSO SEND IN YOUR APPLICATION TO 

1008 KING GEORGES ROAD, BLAKEHURST, NSW 2221 

   Parishes of  Mater Dei Blakehurst  &  

     St Raphael’s South Hurstville
BULLETIN                 13th Nov 2016 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11,12,14 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of 

peace and not of affliction. You 

will call upon me, and I will an-

swer you, and I will lead back 

your captives from every place. 

 

Collect 

Grant us, we pray, O Lord our 

God, the constant gladness of 

being devoted to you, for it is 

full and lasting happiness to serve 

with constancy the author of all 

that is good. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. 

 
 

First Reading:  Mal 3:19-20 

Evildoers will be destroyed; those 

who fear God will be saved. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 97:5-9. 

R. see v.9  

(R.) The Lord comes to rule the 

earth with justice. 

1. Sing psalms to the Lord with 

the harp with the sound of mu-

sic. With trumpets and the sound 

of the horn acclaim the King, the 

Lord. (R.) 

2. Let the sea and all within it, 

thunder; the world, and all its 

peoples. Let the rivers clap their 

hands and the hills ring out their 

joy at the presence of the Lord.

(R.) 

3. For the Lord comes, he comes 

to rule the earth. He will rule the 

world with justice and the peo-

ples with fairness. (R.) 
 
Second Reading : 2 Thes 3:7-12 

Work hard and earn your keep. 

 

Gospel Acclamation : Lk 21:28  

Alleluia, alleluia! Lift up your 

heads and see; your redemption 

is near at hand. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel  : Lk 21:5-19 

Patiently endure the trials you 

are sure to face for Jesus. 

 

Communion  antiphon: Ps 

72:28 

To be near God is my happiness, 

to place my hope in God the 

Lord. 

Thirty third Sunday in   

Ordinary Time - Year C  

Historical Context – Expectation 

When the gospel of Mark was written around the year 75 of the 1st 

Century, the people of that community firmly believed that the world 

was about to end and that Jesus’ return to earth was going to happen 

any day. Another 10 or so years later, the communities of the gospels 

of Matthew and Luke were enduring persecution and great hardship. 

They felt that surviving through this time of struggle would be reward-

ed with the return of Jesus. However, by the time of the gospel of 

John, another 10 years later, we see an acceptance that the end is still 

to come some time in the future. 

REFLECTION   

The Day of the Lord was believed to be the time when God would 
come in majesty and power to set all things right. We must remember 
that the descriptions in today’s readings are metaphoric or symbolic in 
nature. As with all metaphors or symbols, we miss something of their 
profound meaning if we merely understand them literally. It is not 
helpful to relate elements of the description with particular aspects of 
the contemporary world. Belief in the Day of the Lord is a way of testi-
fying to our faith in the righteousness of God. 

Although the narrative readings for today concentrate on the disrup-
tions that will accompany the coming of God, they also contain hints of 
the salvation that will finally arrive. Malachi speaks of the sun of jus-
tice that comes with healing rays; Luke promises that the faithful disci-
ples will escape without a hair of their heads being destroyed. Just as 
the descriptions of the upheavals should not be understood literally, 
neither should these descriptions. It may be that the faithful followers 
of Jesus will suffer terrible agonies. The point here is that even in the 
midst of their pain, they will be protected. The healing rays of justice 
and the rescue of the lives of the upright are references to salvation. 
God does not come at the end to condemn, but to save. Furthermore, 
the suffering that precedes the end is intended for purification and re-
finement, not punishment. Christians are exhorted to live in this end-
time with patient endurance of difficulties.           @ Dianne Bergant CSS 

   Prayer after Communion 

We have partaken of the gifts of this sa-

cred mystery, humbly imploring, O Lord, 

that what your Son commanded us to do 

in memory of him may bring us  

growth in charity. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Next Sunday’s Readings  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of the Universe 

 Year C 

2 Sm 5: 1-3 

Ps 121: 1-5, r. see v.2  

Col 1:12 - 20 

Lk 23: 35 - 43  

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  NOURISHED BY THE  

EUCHARIST,  COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE  

GOSPEL.WE STRIVE  TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS  
 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8) 

mailto:secretary@seminary.org.au
mailto:mtstbenedict@bigpond.com
mailto:mtstbenedict@bigpond.com
http://www.sydneycatholic.org/yearofmercy
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http://www.achristmascelebration.com.au


COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE St Raphael’s Mater Dei 

First  435.70 273.95 

Second: loose 278.35 405.25 

Envelopes 628.50 695.00 

 New Parishioners, visitors: 
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore, 
our parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.  

 Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like  
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.  

 Mater Dei Piety Stall: Located at the back of the 
church. Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.  

 Baptisms and Weddings 
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but 
by appointment only. Please do not set firm dates un-
til you have spoken to the priest. Preparation is       
essential, for both. 

 Visitation of the sick and infirm 

If you know of someone who is sick and would like a 
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the 
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick, 
please let the Parish Office know, with name, address 
and phone number, if possible. Also if they would like 
to   receive the Eucharist regularly in the home. 

MASS TIMES 

  Mater Dei St. Raphael 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday 8.00am -  

Wednesday 8.00am  - 

Thursday  - 9.15am 

Friday 8.00am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment) 

Saturday               - 4.30pm 

EXPOSITION   

Friday - 7:30 pm —8:30 pm 

Saturday - 4pm —4:45pm 

Legions of Mary 
MD: Meets 10am every Monday 

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei. 

St R’s Rosary and Meeting every 

Friday at 9:30       We need more members! 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
 Meets second Tuesday of each month in the                      
Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please Pray for: 

Recently Deceased: Paul Tien, Fr William Da-
vis, Pasquale Spagnolo, Roslyn Marmez, Ja-
mila Safar, Betty Danvers, Josephine Binding, 
Wilhemina Sims, Ursula Therese Wambeek , 
Georges Antoine, Max Sullivan, Benny Vir-

gona, Sr Jean Marie Brennan, (RSC),Trevor 
Haney,Peter Lynch, Margaret Moran,  Ruth 
Hayes, Elaine Wellard, Bill Herden Patricia 
Quirk, Maureen Whelan, Fr Kevin Spillane 
Also pray for: Jose Oliveira,Fernando, 
Conseisao,Jose,Maria, Albine Alvarez , Sam 
Greco, Domenico Portolesi,Tony Gonzales, 
Maria Angeles, Francine Kidd, Ron Brooks, 
Antonieta Mayorga, All souls in Purgatory 

Mass Offered for the whole Year: Jeffrey George 
Bishop,  Mary El Khouri & Karam El Khouri 

Mass Offered: Felice & Josephine DeFina 

Anniversary : Vincenzo Di Marco, Bruno Formica, 
Joseph Tran Van Huyen  

November Mass for the Holy Souls : The names 
appear in the Book of Remembrance near the Altar 

Sick: Paul McCann, Robyn Mattern, Mary Foar, 
Roger Elsworthy, Maria Turiano, Zora Jurcevic, 
Kate Paulis, Michael Higgins, Sam Crawford, 
George & Therese Mir, Sidney Yenson,  Joanne 
McRea, Sue McDermott, Residents of Cheddar 
Street Nursing Home 

Bible Reading—Men’s Group 
Thursdays 8PM- 9PM @St Raphael’s School 
Hall . All are invited.  
Call:  Carl Pavia 0418 672 394 

Home Rosary     Mater Dei 

15-11-16 Joan and Peter Hansen     
     7 Parkside Drive  Kogarah Bay    8-00 P.M 
22-11-16 Josie and Denis Kocina     
   45 Townson Street  Blakehurst    8-00-P.M  

“We need to enter the darkness, the night in which so many of our brothers live. We need to 

be able to make contact with them and let them feel our closeness, without letting ourselves 

be wrapped up in that darkness and influenced by it.”        – Pope Francis, The Name of God is Mercy  

Home Rosary     St. Raphael’s         
14-11-2016 No Home Rosary 
 
 21-11-2016 No Home Rosary 

A young preacher recently came upon a farmer working in his field. 
Being concerned about the farmer's soul the preacher asked the man, 
"Are you labouring in the vineyard of the Lord my good man?" Not 
even looking at the preacher and continuing his work the farmer re-
plied, "Naw, these are soybeans." "You don't understand," said the 
preacher. "Are you lost?" "Naw! I've lived here all my life," answered 
the farmer. "Are you prepared for the resurrection?" the frustrated 
preacher asked. This caught the farmer's attention and he asked, 
"When's it gonna be?" Thinking he had accomplished something the 
young preacher replied, "It could be today, tomorrow, or the next day." 
Taking a handkerchief from his back pocket and wiping his brow, the 
farmer remarked, "Well, don't mention it to my wife. She don't  
get out much and she'll wanna go all three days." 

Saint of the Week : St Margaret of Scotland  was in fact thought 

to be born in Hungary and was brought to England as a young girl in 1057. 
She fled to Scotland after the Norman conquest of England and in 1070 
married King Malcolm III. Margaret was a deeply religious woman and as 
queen she was able to bring about necessary reforms to the Scottish church 
and in doing so, brought it into line with the Western church. She also used 
her influence to help ordinary people by establishing schools, hospitals and 
orphanages.  

Walk With Christ Eucharistic Procession                 
On Sunday, 20th Nov  2016.  Location: 
Cnr of Pitt St & Martin Place Time: 2pm 
for a 2:30 pm Procession Starts.          
This year the procession will mark the 
completion of the Year of Mercy.  

You are welcome to write your intentions in the         
‘Book of Life’ placed in the Church . 

 2017 is the 95th edition of the Columban Art Calendar, a 
                            Catholic Calendar  well-known for its      
     traditional religious paintings and 
       liturgical information  
     ON SALE NOW for $10 each — 
          kept in the foyer. 

November Mass Envelopes If you would like to offer Mass for the Holy Souls of your 

loved ones during November, you can pick the envelope kept in the foyer of the Church. Kindly 

write the names clearly. The names appear in the Book of Remembrance  kept  near the Altar.  

5.00pm V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Acolyte required Michael F Gary Cartmer Graeme Dorahy

EMHC
Ida Chandra /  

Shirley W

Sophia Z / 

Monica F
 Marguerite 

Readers Pavia  Fami ly Yenson Family
Ronnie Cartmer / 

Louise Tapp

Joan Hanson /    

Jean Dorahy

Altar Servers
Marc, Gabriel la , 

Joshua, Ri ley
Marcus Kursar

Children’s Liturgy Kel ly & Delaney Grace Baladi

5.00pm V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Greg Driver Earl Lappen
Ray Low / Tony 

Oscuro
Acolyte required

EMHC
Moya Smyth /     

Rosie Gould
Henrietta  Marguerite 

Readers
Lovett Fami ly / 

George Saab
Crosby Family

Br. Michael / 

Cettina Raiti
Family Mass

Altar Servers
Addison, Wi l l , Max & 

Jed

Volunteers 

needed

Children’s Liturgy Kel ly & Delaney Family Mass

Music Michele Norma Kim Kim

Mater Dei

Ministry 19th & 

20th Nov 2016 

(3rd Sun)

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry - Michael Fernandes 0437517758

Ministry 12th & 

13th Nov 2016 

(2nd Sun)

St. Raphael’s

        Catholic Church at St Raphael’s, Sth Hurstville  

             warmly welcomes into  it’s family 
                 Emilie Neklapil 

               (d/o Jessica & Matej) 
              Kate Nirmal Francis 

                                  (d/o Preetha & Nirmal ) 
                                       Isaac Filipo 

          (s/o Areta & Mativa Vito)  

NOVEMBER ... THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
Our Catholic Faith teaches us to cherish the memory of our dead. It urges us to commune in prayer, 
especially at Mass, with the souls of those we loved while they walked this Earth.  We are continually 
reminded that "life is changed, not ended." The month of November is traditionally associated in the 
Catholic Church with remembrance of the dead. Bringing to mind deceased family and friends can be 
very painful, especially if the bereavement is relatively recent. In liturgical celebrations, however, re-
membrance is not just about looking back to the past but also looking ahead to the future in trust and 

hope. Just as our loved one shared in Christ’s death in baptism, we believe that he or she will share 
in Christ’s resurrection and enjoy eternal life in God’s presence. The tradition of recalling and 
interceding for the dead is a long-established practice in the Church. In earlier centuries, large tablets or 
“diptychs” were inscribed with the names of the dead who were to be remembered at the Mass, and the 
deacon would read out the names during the liturgy. There is something poignant about writing down 
the names of our deceased loved ones and asking the community to remember them in prayer, and 
parishioners are often given the opportunity to do this during November. Every celebration of Mass in-
cludes prayers for the dead. The feast of the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, or All Souls’ 
Day, gives special focus to the belief that we remain in communion with those who have gone before us 
“marked with the sign of faith”. 
“We believe in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who 
are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church; and we believe that in 
this communion, the merciful love of God and his saints is always attentive to our prayers.” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church #962) 

Both Churches have a hearing loop  

installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.  

Please pray for the work of this Council which 
has been set up as part of the Church’s re-
sponse to the Royal Commission into Institu-
tional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Please 
pray especially, too,  for the victims of child 

Mater Dei and St Raphael's Parishes Calendar 2016 

24/11/16 SR Pastoral Council Meet @ 7PM SR Parish 

26/11/16 SR Christmas Party after Evening Mass SR Hall 

27/11/16 First Sunday of Advent  2016 - 

30/11/16 MD Pastoral Council Meet @ 7PM MD Parish 

“We need to enter the darkness, the night in which so many of our brothers live. We need to 

be able to make contact with them and let them feel our closeness, without letting ourselves 

be wrapped up in that darkness and influenced by it.”        – Pope Francis, The Name of God is Mercy  

Ways to be Merciful during the Year of Mercy 

  give others opportunities like  employment 

   help others who really needed help like those desperately poor  

    Recall a time you were not given a benefit of a doubt, and extend one to 

someone else.                                                                                ...to be continued  

PARISH DIRECTORY 
PARISH PRIEST:  FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ  

MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW  

ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

84 George Street, South Hurstville 
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au & 
www.materdei-straphael.org.au 

Parish Secretary:  Praneeti Cyril 
Office hours:  Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm 

Phone:  9546 2605  -  Fax:  95472323 
Email:  admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Parish Ministry Coordinator:  Michael Fernandes 

Office hours:   Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm 
Phone:  0437517758 

Email:  mc@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz 
Phone: 02 95462544 

email: strsh@outlook.com 

Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz French Chaplain  

Phone: 0412786245 

Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298 

Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney 

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898  

Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie 

Saint of the Week : St Margaret of Scotland  was in fact thought 

to be born in Hungary and was brought to England as a young girl in 1057. 
She fled to Scotland after the Norman conquest of England and in 1070 
married King Malcolm III. Margaret was a deeply religious woman and as 
queen she was able to bring about necessary reforms to the Scottish church 
and in doing so, brought it into line with the Western church. She also used 
her influence to help ordinary people by establishing schools, hospitals and 
orphanages.  

Installation of Acolytes and Ministers of Communion  will 
be held this weekend. Let’s keep them in our prayers    
today as they embark on this journey to serve the Lord. 

 Mater Dei Piety Stall: As you enter our beautiful church 
through the side entrance during weekend masses you 
will see displayed, the new stock of lovely items suitable 
for sacramental gifts or just for yourself, available at very 
reasonable prices. Items can be ordered on request too. 
Please contact the Parish Office on 9546 2605.  

November Mass Envelopes If you would like to offer Mass for the Holy Souls of your 

loved ones during November, you can pick the envelope kept in the foyer of the Church. Kindly 

write the names clearly. The names appear in the Book of Remembrance  kept  near the Altar.  
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Children’s Liturgy Kel ly & Delaney Family Mass

Music Michele Norma Kim Kim

Mater Dei
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(3rd Sun)

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry - Michael Fernandes 0437517758

Ministry 12th & 

13th Nov 2016 

(2nd Sun)

St. Raphael’s

NOVEMBER ... THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
Our Catholic Faith teaches us to cherish the memory of our dead. It urges us to commune in prayer, 
especially at Mass, with the souls of those we loved while they walked this Earth.  We are continually 
reminded that "life is changed, not ended." The month of November is traditionally associated in the 
Catholic Church with remembrance of the dead. Bringing to mind deceased family and friends can be 
very painful, especially if the bereavement is relatively recent. In liturgical celebrations, however, re-
membrance is not just about looking back to the past but also looking ahead to the future in trust and 

hope. Just as our loved one shared in Christ’s death in baptism, we believe that he or she will share 
in Christ’s resurrection and enjoy eternal life in God’s presence. The tradition of recalling and 
interceding for the dead is a long-established practice in the Church. In earlier centuries, large tablets or 
“diptychs” were inscribed with the names of the dead who were to be remembered at the Mass, and the 
deacon would read out the names during the liturgy. There is something poignant about writing down 
the names of our deceased loved ones and asking the community to remember them in prayer, and 
parishioners are often given the opportunity to do this during November. Every celebration of Mass in-
cludes prayers for the dead. The feast of the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, or All Souls’ 
Day, gives special focus to the belief that we remain in communion with those who have gone before us 
“marked with the sign of faith”. 
“We believe in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who 
are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church; and we believe that in 
this communion, the merciful love of God and his saints is always attentive to our prayers.” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church #962) 
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