
Immaculate Heart  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord you place deep in our hearts the 

love of Mary Help of Christians.  

Through her prayers grant  

wisdom to our leaders and  

integrity to our citizens. 

Under her protection may  

Australia be granted harmony, justice 

and peace. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  

 

 
Ballarat hearing       

adjourned 
 
 

The second part of the Ballarat 
Royal Commission public hear-
ing finished this week. It was 
the second fortnight of a three 
and a half week block of hear-
ings which started with a two 
week investigation into clerical 
sexual abuse an response in 
the Melbourne Archdiocese.  
The third part of the Ballarat 
hearing will start again from 
22 February for another two 
weeks, this time back in Balla-
rat. Before this, on February 5, 
there will be a short hearing in 
Sydney so the Commission can 
hear about Cardinal Pell’s 
health conditions and the like-
lihood of him being able to 
travel to give evidence in Bal-
larat. You can read transcripts 
and statements from both the 
Melbourne hearing and the 
Ballarat hearing on the TJHC 
Website. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy  
           A Jubilee or Holy Year is a year of forgiveness of sins, reconciliation, conversion and a renewed fervour of the faith, 
pointing ultimately to Christ who brings life and grace to humanity. In this extraordinary Year of Mercy, Pope Francis 
wishes to bring God's gift of mercy to the world in a new and dynamic way. 
Pope Francis emphasises the expression of mercy so needed by the world. 
"Let us rediscover the corporal works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome 

the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead." 
"And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the afflict-
ed, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead." 
Some of the recommended initiatives for the Year of Mercy outlined by Sr Moira include a renewal of the practice of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, expressions of mercy-in-practice by working with the poor and disadvantaged, and an incorporation of the year's theme 
"Merciful like the Father" into already existing liturgies and programs. 
An event that will unite all the dioceses of the world will be "24 Hours for the Lord", set to be held on 4-5 March 2016 during Lent 
when every parish church is asked to remain open for some extended period of time with sacramental penance and Eucharistic adora-
tion. In a particular way, this event is open to those who have stopped participating in the life of the Church and is a generous invita-
tion for them to enter in to the experience of God's mercy and love. 

                                Pope Francis Publishes His First Book 

                     Catholic Communications, Sydney Archdiocese, 13 Jan 2016 

Starting tomorrow, libraries from 84 countries will be selling a book whose author will 

surprise everyone. The book is a conversation with the journalist, Andrea Tornielli, where 

he explained in detail some central issues of his pontificate and especially the act of Mercy. Hence the ti-

tle: "The name of God is Mercy" and the funny thing is that the Pope has hand written the title in all edi-

tions.It is not the first book-length interview with a Pope.  

In 2010, "Light of the World", by Benedict XVI, was published following a series of long conversations with 

German journalist Peter Seewald. In 1994, John Paul II published "Crossing the Threshold of Hope" after 

his meetings with Italian journalist Vittorio Messori.It is a very practical yet effective way for a Pope to dis-

cuss current issues and the response of the Church. Pope Francis book will be presented in Rome by Vati-

can's Secretary of the State Pietro Parolin and Italian actor and director Roberto Benigni. 

   Parishes of  Mater Dei Blakehurst  &  

     St Raphael’s South Hurstville

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  NOURISHED BY THE  

EUCHARIST,  COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE  

GOSPEL.WE STRIVE  TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS  
 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8) 

BULLETIN                 17th January 2016 

Entrance Antiphon : Ps 65:4 

All the earth shall bow down before you, O 

God, and shall sing to you, 

shall sing to your name, O Most High! 

 

First Reading:  Is 62:1-5 

  

Responsorial Psalm : Ps 95:1-3. 7-10. R. 

v.3 

(R.) Proclaim his marvellous deeds to all 

the nations. 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.) 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, 

tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

(R.) 

3. Give the Lord, you families of 

peoples, 

give the Lord glory and power, 

give the Lord the glory of his name. (R.) 

4. Worship the Lord in his temple. 

O earth, tremble before him. 

Proclaim to the nations: „God is king.‟ 

He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.) 

  

Second Reading :   1 Cor 12:4-11 

 

Gospel Acclamation : See 2 Thes 2:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God has called us with the gospel 

to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Alleluia!   

 

Gospel :   Jn 2:1-11 

 

Communion  antiphon:  Cf. Ps 22:5 

You have prepared a table before me, 

and how precious is the chalice that 

quenches my thirst.  

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate 
 Today’s gospel ends: ‘He let his glory be seen.’ Where? 
In a nondescript Galilean village at a wedding feast 
about to become a disaster for the couple. The wine is 
running out. A fiasco is impending. A hero was needed 
to step in and save the situation. Jesus and Mary are 
good candidates for hero status. 
But, it is the servants who are the unsung heroes. They 
take a huge risk. They are going to look utterly stupid if 
they give the steward water to ladle out. Nevertheless, 
they follow the stranger’s directions exactly and end 
up serving the best of wines, saving the couple from 
terrible embarrassment. 
The Divine Glory is not going to enter people’s lives 
with great pyrotechnics. Rather, when we do as Jesus 
requires, even if it looks ridiculous to the crowd, His 
healing and enhancing Presence can enter and save a 
situation of apparent disaster. 
We could pause for a moment to pray for a certain na-
ïve trust in the Lord as we follow his directions, so that 
Cana may enter someone’s life, so that His glory may 
be seen.  

   Sometimes, we wish for something to happen that would 
change our lives for the better. Our lives seem too plain, too 
humdrum, too boring, with nothing happening. But in truth 
our lives are full of wonderful happenings if only we had time 
to ponder and discover the beauty of life. Faith gives us the 
ability to see things as God sees them, to look beyond the or-
dinary and discover the specialness that is within. When God 
is invited into our life we can celebrate because he changes 
our water into wine! Celebrate this weekend inviting Jesus    
into the ordinariness of your life! Hold on! The best is yet to 
come! –Fr. Jude 

Second Sunday in  

Ordinary Time—Year C 
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COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE St Raphael‟s Mater Dei 

First 446.05 164.45  

Second: loose 371..45 260.05 

Envelopes 570.00 545.00 

 New Parishioners, visitors: 
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore, our 
parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.  

 Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like  
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.  

 Mater Dei Piety Stall: Located at the back of the church. 
Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.  

 Baptisms and Weddings 
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but by 
appointment only. Please do not set firm dates until you 
have spoken to the priest. Preparation is essential, for 
both. 

 Visitation of the sick and infirm 

If you know of someone who is sick and would like a 
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the 
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick, please 
let the Parish Office know, with name, address and 
phone number, if possible. Also if they would like to re-
ceive the Eucharist regularly in the home. 

A Prayer for the Day 

Dear God, so far today, I’ve done all right. 

I haven’t gossiped, and I haven’t  lost my temper. I 
haven’t been grumpy, nasty or selfish, and I’m really 
glad of that! 

But in a few minutes, God , I’m going to get out of 
bed, and from then on, I’m probably going to need a 
lot of help. Thank you! Amen. 

COLUMBAN CALENDAR 

The 2016 Columban Art Calendar is now available at the 
church side entrance for $8.00.  

MASS TIMES 

  Mater Dei St. Raphael 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday 8.00am   

Wednesday 8.00am   

Thursday   9.15am 

Friday 8.00am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment) 

Saturday   4.30pm 

EXPOSITION  (St. Raphael Church) 

Friday   8pm-  9pm 

Saturday From  4pm 

 

Legions of Mary 

MD: Meets 10am every Monday 

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei. 

St R‟s Rosary and Meeting every 

Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Meets second Tuesday of each month in the Ken-
nedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

Please Pray for: 

Recently Deceased: Barney Pereghy,Richard 
Adamiak, June Scutts, Charles Harold Mor-
gan,Jeff Bishop, Les Altham, Ellen Green, Tan 
Cheng Hoon, Matthew Lo, Margaret Mary 
Maude,  Michael William O’Sullivan, Joaquim 
Maria Jose, Maria Jesus, Giuseppina Melara, 
Les Higgins, Marian Louise Mitchell 

Also pray for: Iris Rose Kirkwood, Melita For-
mosa, Eddy Stapleton, Ron Brooks, Francine 
Kidd, Biaggio Signorelli, Sandra Cesarano, 
Vincenzo Di Marco, Tina & Giuseppe 
Capobianco, Pasquale Briglia, Jose Oliveira 
Fernando Conceicao,  Les Woodward, All 
souls in need. (Please see November Mass 
offerings in the book of remembrance at the 
front of the church). 

Sick:Zora Jurcevic, Kate Paulis, Billy Masca-
renhas, Mario Borean, Michael Higgins, Sam 
Crawford, George & Therese Mir, Sidney Yen-
son,  Joanne McRea, Sue McDermott, Maria 
Lefroy, Andreas Grannakouras, Jack & Sylvia 
Wood, Brian Waterman Sr Vianney Hatton, 
Neuyen, T Houng, Residents of Cheddar 
Street Nursing Home 

SmartLoving Engaged is a comprehensive Catholic mar-

riage preparation program developed in Australia in 

collaboration with our international network of mar-

riage formators.  

     

Ministry 16th & 17th 
Jan (3rd Sunday) 

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei 

5.00pm V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Greg Earl Ray Low Graeme 

EMHC Moya / Rosie Henrietta / Adele   Marguerite  

Readers Volunteers Volunteers 
Br. Michael / Cetti-

na 
Cath Logan/Wendy 

Eather 

Ministry 23rd & 
24th Jan (4th Sun-
day) 

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei 

5.00pm V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Greg Bro. Ben Bro. Michael Graeme 

EMHC Shirley / Ellen 
Kathy / Henrietta / 

Sophia 
  Marguerite  

Readers Volunteers Volunteers Sonia / Fiona D Lucy / Phil M 

Altar Servers Altar  Servers  required  Tiana / Bianca   

Music   Julia/ Norma Kim Marion 

Children’s Liturgy 
Leader 

Mary Pereira/ Anna 
Cindric/Kelly & Delaney  

Efrimidis 
    

Angelo D 31/1 
Joumana 7/2 

Power Point 
Volunteers  Chris Wong  

Adam / Tiana / Bro. 
Michael/Ray  

Michael Eather / 
Trevor Operators 

Remember to arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry. 

Please contact Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758 if there is an error in this table. 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has been making several improvements over the 

past couple of days. He has started walking again. He’s making a slow but steady 

recovery from his illness but it will take some time! Continuing prayers are certainly 

needed. Archbishop Fisher has sent a message of gratitude to all.  He writes: 

Dear friends, once again I thank you for all the prayers and messages of support. 

I will need your prayers for some months to come but I am pleased to say that I 

have started walking again and am making several other improvements. This is 

       due to the excellent care that I am receiving here 

       at St Vincent's and the power of your loving pray

       ers. Please ask God not just for healing but also for 

                 patience, courage and hope. I miss you all.  

       Archbishop Anthony. 

The Servants 

What must the servants have been thinking? First of all, there was insuffi-
cient wine for the feast. They probably knew who was going to wear the 
blame for that ordering mistake! Then they’re told 
to fill the enormous water jars with water, draw 
some into a serving vessel and go and present it to 
the steward of the household—effectively their 
overseer; their boss! They must have been very nerv-
ous about how the steward would respond to what 
they were taking to him. Yet they, along with Mary 
and Jesus, were the only witnesses to Jesus’ first mir-
acle! Even the steward was unaware of the miracle.                                                                   
- The Perspective 

Mater Dei Parish needs a Youth Ministry Coordinator. This will 

give the candidate an opportunity to visit Poland for the WYD 

2016. For more details contact the Parish Ministry Coordinator 

Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758 

Both Churches have a hearing loop  

installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.  

Please pray for the work of this Council which has 
been set up as part of the Church’s response to 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse. Please pray especially, too,  
for the victims of child sexual abuse by clergy, 
religious and Church employees.  

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY   
PULPIT POINTS SUNDAY 17th JANUARY 2016 

 True love comes from God, not soap operas: Pope Francis 

 Sky dive pilot! It’s heavens above – and earth below – for 
this parish priest 

 Christmas attacks: is Mindanao the new Iraq? 

 Vigil crowd gathers outside archbishop’s hospital 

 Streamline my life, or show myself a bit of mercy? 

 Archbishop’s homily: Shake off the trappings of compla-
cency  

 The Magi and the light of the world 

 ‘Cascade of grace from heaven’ at Our Lady of Mercy 
shrine 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
PARISH PRIEST:  FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ  

MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW  

ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

84 George Street, South Hurstville 
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au & 
www.materdei-straphael.org.au 

Parish Secretary:  Praneeti Cyril 
Office hours:  Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm 

Phone:  9546 2605  -  Fax:  95472323 
Email:  admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Parish Ministry Coordinator:  Michael Fernandes 

Office hours:   Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm 
Phone:  0437517758 

Email:  mc@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz 
Phone: 02 95462544 

email: strsh@outlook.com 

Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz Priest in residence 

(French Chaplain) Phone: 0412786245 

Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298 

Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney 

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898  

Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie 

Mater Dei and St Raphael's Parishes Calendar 2016 

18/02/16 MD Pastoral Council Meeting MD Parish 

25/02/16 SR Pastoral Council Meeting SR Parish 

27/03/16 Easter Sunday - 
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