
Immaculate Heart  

of Mary Pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord you place deep in our hearts the 

love of Mary Help of Christians.  

Through her prayers grant  

wisdom to our leaders and  

integrity to our citizens. 

Under her protection may  

Australia be granted harmony, justice 

and peace. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  

 

MARIAN PILGRIMAGE   – LAST CALL – FEW SEATS REMAINING 

25 Days to Lisbon/Fatima/Santiago de Compostela/Loyola/Lourdes/Paris & Medjugorje – 8 May 2016 to 1 June 2016 

16 nights Portugal/Spain/France & 6 nights in Medjugorje (Bosnia-Herzegovinia).   

The pilgrimage will begin in Perth and will include, amongst others :  

Lisbon - St. Anthony’s Church, Christ the King, city tour/Santarem -Church of the Holy Miracle/Fatima - candlelight processions, the 
hamlet of Aljustrel, and many more/ Santiago de Compostela - Church of the Apostle St. James, the Way of St. James/ Loyola/
Lourdes - birth place of St. Ignatius - underground Basilica of St. Pius X, baths in the miraculous waters, experience Christ’s love as 
you walk the life-sized Stations of the Cross, birthplace of St. Bernadette and many more.  

Paris - St-Pierre-Montmartre, St. Catherine Labourer, St. Vincent de Paul, St.Therese of Liseaux. Other places of interest will include 
city tour of Paris, Eiffel Tower,  Notre Dame Cathedral, the Champs Elysees, etc. and a lot free time/ 6 days in Medjugorje involves 
you participating in the Holy Masses,  the Rosaries, climbing the Apparition Hill, Krizevac Hill & and having a self-retreat for your heart, 
mind and soul.   

All for A $ 6,890.00 only - includes all flights to and fro Perth, full land tour, breakfast & dinner, tips, etc.   

Contact  Edman Anthony (pilgrimage coordinator) at 0424 437 251 /or email emausmigr@optusnet.com.au   or Ms Bada 
Payne (travel agent) at 08 9276 5577 to book your seat.  

 
Ballarat hearing       

adjourned 
 
 

      The second part of the Ballarat 
Royal Commission public hearing 
finished this week. It was the sec-
ond fortnight of a three and a half 
week block of hearings which 
started with a two week investiga-
tion into clerical sexual abuse an 
response in the Melbourne Arch-
diocese.  
The third part of the Ballarat hear-
ing will start again from 22 Febru-
ary for another two weeks, this 
time back in Ballarat. Before this, 
on February 5, there will be a 
short hearing in Sydney so the 
Commission can hear about Cardi-
nal Pell’s health conditions and the 
likelihood of him being able to 
travel to give evidence in Ballarat.  
You can read transcripts and 
statements from both the Mel-
bourne hearing and the Ballarat 
hearing on the TJHC Website. 
http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au/ 

Jubilee Year of Mercy  
           A Jubilee or Holy Year is a year of forgiveness of sins, reconciliation, conversion and a renewed fervour of the faith, 
pointing ultimately to Christ who brings life and grace to humanity. In this extraordinary Year of Mercy, Pope Francis 
wishes to bring God's gift of mercy to the world in a new and dynamic way. 
Pope Francis emphasises the expression of mercy so needed by the world. 
"Let us rediscover the corporal works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome 

the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead." 
"And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the afflict-
ed, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead." 
Some of the recommended initiatives for the Year of Mercy outlined by Sr Moira include a renewal of the practice of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, expressions of mercy-in-practice by working with the poor and disadvantaged, and an incorporation of the year's theme 
"Merciful like the Father" into already existing liturgies and programs. 
An event that will unite all the dioceses of the world will be "24 Hours for the Lord", set to be held on 4-5 March 2016 during Lent 
when every parish church is asked to remain open for some extended period of time with sacramental penance and Eucharistic adora-
tion. In a particular way, this event is open to those who have stopped participating in the life of the Church and is a generous invita-
tion for them to enter in to the experience of God's mercy and love. 

   Parishes of  Mater Dei Blakehurst  &  

                                St Raphael’s South Hurstville

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  NOURISHED BY THE  

EUCHARIST,  COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE  

GOSPEL.WE STRIVE  TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS  
 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8) 

BULLETIN                 10th January 2016 

Entrance Antiphon : Cf. Mt 3:16-17 

 

After the Lord was baptized, the heavens 

were opened, and the Spirit descended 

upon him like a dove, and the voice of 

the Father thundered: This is my be-

loved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased. 

 

First Reading:  Is 42:1-4. 6-7 

  

Responsorial Psalm : Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. 

v.11 

 

((R.) The Lord will bless his people with 

peace. 

1. O give the Lord you sons of God, 

give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name. 

Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.) 

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on 

the waters, 

the Lord on the immensity of waters; 

the voice of the Lord, full of power, 

the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. 

(R.) 

3. The God of glory thunders. 

In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 

The Lord sat enthroned over the flood: 

the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.) 

  

Second Reading :   Acts 10:34-38 

 

Gospel Acclamation : Mt 9:8 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The heavens were opened and the Father’s 

voice was heard: 

this is my beloved Son, hear him. 

Alleluia!   

 

Gospel :   Lk 3:15-16. 21-22 

 

Communion  antiphon:  Jn 1:32,34 

Behold the One of whom John said: 

I have seen and testified that this is the 

Son of God. 

Reflection by SR HILDA SCOTT OSB 

You are my Son, The Beloved; my favour rests on you. LK 3:22 
     Here, among other things, it seems to me, that John is saying, “ I 
am not God.” So often you and I look in the direction of other peo-
ple to “be God” for us. We ask things of them that they can’t possi-
bly give us. We want their undivided attention, their total loyalty, 
acceptance, understanding and forgiveness, and they can’t do it. 
How many marriages go astray because one partner, or both, just 
can’t be everything, can’t be God. We then give up on people, on 
love, and on life. That’s a shame because this passage gives us an 
answer. Jesus went off and prayed. It was then he heard about a 
right relationship. He heard how beloved he was. He heard that he 
was God’s Son. 
In prayer and because of prayer, you and I hear the same thing. We 
hear how much God loves us. Our lives become a lived conversa-
tion with God. We come to know ourselves as we really are, and 
we find ourselves no longer turning in the direction of make-
believe gods, but in the direction of the only God. 
As a result, those relationships that mean so much to us become 
more real, more liveable. We cease putting undue strain on others. 
And we learn that you and I can’t be God for anyone else either. 
We all find our right place as the beloved of God, not God. 

A word from God to remember this year: 
You are my beloved. Amen. 

May you come to believe it this year. 
 

 
         All of us have moments of decision, moments of insight, mo-
ments when we can see things clearly as we never have had be-
fore. For some these moments remain etched clearly in our memo-
ries for life; milestones for life. We don’t create these moments, 
they just happen as we go about our lives. Jesus had this moment 
of decision as he stepped into the Jordan to be baptised by John 
the Baptist. It affirmed him in his identity and mission. Have you 
had a moment in your life when you became aware of the purpose 
of your life? May we all have that moment of decision by the grace 
of God!’ –Fr. Jude 
 

Baptism of the Lord -Year C 

mailto:emausmigr@optusnet.com.au
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COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE St Raphael’s Mater Dei 

First 527.30 248.55 

Second: loose 409.95 417.85 

Envelopes 422.50 549.00 

                Today’s gospel tells the story of the crossing of one threshold to another. Many 
moved by John’s fierce preaching at the Jordan mistakenly believe that he is the Messiah. 
John tells them that he is only preparing the way. He performs an ancient ritual symboliz-
ing conversion and repentance. The Baptist refers to the one who is to come, ‘who will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire!’ If the one who is to come will baptize with 
the Holy Spirit, then he must be possessed by the Holy Spirit. At Jesus’ baptism two events 
take place. One is seen the other is heard. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus is de-
scribed as the descent of a dove. Then the voice from heaven announces: “You are my 
son, the Beloved”. After his baptism in the Jordan, Jesus in prayer, receives the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit to consecrate him to announce to the poor the good news of their salva-
tion. The arrival of Jesus is not the end of the story. One part of God’s history has come to 
a close, but another is about to begin. The wonder of God’s coming among us has been 
celebrated over the Christmas period. Now we are called to live lives that reflect our be-
lief that he is truly among us. As we begin our year we are challenged to recall our own 
baptism, we too are the well
Holy Spirit, and commissioned to bring God’s favour and fire into our world. Are we ready 
to live this year proud to be Jesus’ people?

 New Parishioners, visitors: 
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore, our 
parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.  

 Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like 
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.  

 Mater Dei Piety Stall:     Located at the back of the 
church. Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.  

 Baptisms and Weddings 
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but by 
appointment only. Please do not set firm dates until you 
have spoken to the priest. Preparation is essential, for 
both. 

 Visitation of the sick and infirm 

If you know of someone who is sick and would like a 
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the 
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick, please 
let the Parish Office know, with name, address and 
phone number, if possible. Also if they would like to re-
ceive the Eucharist regularly in the home. 

                             Baptism –Commitment  
         A pig and a chicken were out for a walk one day. 
The pig wasn’t too bright and tended to repeat every-
thing that others said or suggested. The chicken re-
marked ‘Those are very nice people down in that house 
down there.’ ‘They are indeed,’ replied the pig, ‘they are 
very nice people.’ ‘They are very good to us,’ continued 
the chicken. ‘They are indeed’ replied the pig, ‘they are 
very good to us.’ ‘Do you know what I was thinking’ 
asked the chicken. ‘No’, said the pig. ‘What were you 
thinking?’ ‘I was thinking’ that we should do something 
for them’ That’s a very good idea’ replied the pig. ‘I 
think we should do something for them. What did you 
have in mind? ‘I was thinking that we should give them 
something’ said the chicken. ‘A brilliant idea’ said the 
pig. I think we should give them something. What did 
you have in mind? ‘I was thinking’ said the chicken, ‘that 
we should give them bacon and eggs. The pig quickly 
stopped in his tracks, and said ‘Definitely not! For you 
it’s only a slight inconvenience, but for me it’s total 
commitment!’- Baptism is intended to lead us to a total 
commitment and our acts of Christian charity should be 
seen as anything but slight inconveniences.—Jack 
McArdle in ‘And that’s the Gospel truth’ 

COLUMBAN CALENDAR 

The 2016 Columban Art Calendar is now available at the 
church side entrance for $8.00.  

MASS TIMES 

  Mater Dei St. Raphael 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday 8.00am   

Wednesday 8.00am   

Thursday   9.15am 

Friday 8.00am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment) 

Saturday   4.30pm 

EXPOSITION  (St. Raphael Church) 

Friday   8pm-  9pm 

Saturday From  4pm 

 

Legions of Mary 

MD: Meets 10am every Monday 

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei. 

St R’s Rosary and Meeting every 

Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Meets second Tuesday of each month in the Ken-
nedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

Please Pray for: 

Recently Deceased: Richard Adamiak, June 
Scutts, Charles Harold Morgan,Jeff Bishop, 
Les Altham, Ellen Green, Tan Cheng Hoon, 
Matthew Lo, Margaret Mary Maude,  Michael 
William O’Sullivan, Joaquim Maria Jose, Maria 
Jesus, Giuseppina Melara, Les Higgins, Mari-
an Louise Mitchell 

Also pray for: Iris Rose Kirkwood, Melita 
Formosa, Eddy Stapleton, Ron Brooks, Fran-
cine Kidd, Biaggio Signorelli, Sandra Ce-
sarano, Vincenzo Di Marco, Tina & Giuseppe 
Capobianco, Pasquale Briglia, Jose Oliveira 
Fernando Conceicao,  Les Woodward, All 
souls in need. (Please see November Mass 
offerings in the book of remembrance at the 
front of the church). 

Sick:Zora Jurcevic, Kate Paulis, Billy Mas-
carenhas, Mario Borean, Michael Higgins, 
Sam Crawford, George & Therese Mir, Sidney 
Yenson,  Joanne McRea, Sue McDermott, Ma-
ria Lefroy, Andreas Grannakouras, Jack & Syl-
via Wood, Brian Waterman Sr Vianney Hatton, 
Neuyen, T Houng, Residents of Cheddar 
Street Nursing Home 

        The Archbishop of Sydney, Most Reverend Anthony Fisher OP is recovering in hospital after 
being diagnosed with Guillain
 

                    The Archbishop took ill just prior to Christmas and was admitted to St Vincent's Hospital fol-
lowing an infection which was complicated by an immune
varying degrees of muscle weakness, and while its onset is sudden and unexpected, the great ma-
jority of people make a full recovery. 
 

            The Archbishop has responded well to medical treatment. He is grateful for the messages of 
support he has received and for the prayers offered for him and is looking forward to making a full 
recovery. Please continue to pray for the Archbishop's recovery.

BAPTISM:  

This weekend we welcome Monique Tang into the  family  of 

the Catholic Church at St. Raphael’s South Hurstville. 

Congratulations to her parents Kennith and Susanna. 

Ministry 9th & 10th 

Jan (2nd Sunday) 5.00pm V

Acolytes / SS 

EMHC Ida / Shirley

Readers Volunteers

Ministry 16th & 17th 
Jan (3rd Sunday) 5.00pm V

Acolytes / SS 

EMHC Moya / Rosie

Readers Volunteers

Altar Servers 

Music 

Children’s Liturgy 
Leader 

Mary Pereira/ Anna 
Cindric/Kelly & Delaney  

Power Point 
Volunteers 

Operators 

Remember to arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry.

Please contact Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758 if there is an error in this table.

Both Churches have a hearing loop  

installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.  

Please pray for the work of this Council which has 
been set up as part of the Church’s response to 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse. Please pray especially, too,  
for the victims of child sexual abuse by clergy, 
religious and Church employees.  

Today’s gospel tells the story of the crossing of one threshold to another. Many 
moved by John’s fierce preaching at the Jordan mistakenly believe that he is the Messiah. 
John tells them that he is only preparing the way. He performs an ancient ritual symboliz-
ing conversion and repentance. The Baptist refers to the one who is to come, ‘who will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire!’ If the one who is to come will baptize with 
the Holy Spirit, then he must be possessed by the Holy Spirit. At Jesus’ baptism two events 
take place. One is seen the other is heard. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus is de-
scribed as the descent of a dove. Then the voice from heaven announces: “You are my 
son, the Beloved”. After his baptism in the Jordan, Jesus in prayer, receives the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit to consecrate him to announce to the poor the good news of their salva-
tion. The arrival of Jesus is not the end of the story. One part of God’s history has come to 
a close, but another is about to begin. The wonder of God’s coming among us has been 
celebrated over the Christmas period. Now we are called to live lives that reflect our be-
lief that he is truly among us. As we begin our year we are challenged to recall our own 
baptism, we too are the well-beloved sons and daughters of the Father, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and commissioned to bring God’s favour and fire into our world. Are we ready 
to live this year proud to be Jesus’ people? 

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY   
PULPIT POINTS SUNDAY 10th JANUARY 2016 

 Archdiocesan statement on health of Archbishop 
Fisher 

 Pope Francis – a year of evangelisation, mercy 
and the environment  

 Archbishop’s homily: An offer of forgiveness and 
love – for mercy’s sake  

 Reaching out to victims of the crime of being fam-
ily 

 Cherchez la Femen’s humanity ... a distorted femi-
nism 

 Help others return to confession in Year of Mercy 
 November, numbers and national character: a US 

quandary 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
PARISH PRIEST:  FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ  

MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW  

ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

84 George Street, South Hurstville 
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au & 
www.materdei-straphael.org.au 

Parish Secretary:  Praneeti Cyril 
Office hours:  Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm 

Phone:  9546 2605  -  Fax:  95472323 
Email:  admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Parish Ministry Coordinator:  Michael Fernandes 

Office hours:   Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm 
Phone:  0437517758 

Email:  mc@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz 
Phone: 02 95462544 

email: strsh@outlook.com 

Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz Priest in residence 

(French Chaplain) Phone: 0412786245 

Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298 

Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney 

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898  

Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie 

Mater Dei and St Raphael's Parishes Calendar 2016 

18/02/16 MD Pastoral Council Meeting MD Parish 

25/02/16 SR Pastoral Council Meeting SR Parish 

The Archbishop of Sydney, Most Reverend Anthony Fisher OP is recovering in hospital after 
being diagnosed with Guillain-Barré syndrome.  

The Archbishop took ill just prior to Christmas and was admitted to St Vincent's Hospital fol-
lowing an infection which was complicated by an immune-related pathology. Symptoms include 
varying degrees of muscle weakness, and while its onset is sudden and unexpected, the great ma-
jority of people make a full recovery.  

The Archbishop has responded well to medical treatment. He is grateful for the messages of 
support he has received and for the prayers offered for him and is looking forward to making a full 
recovery. Please continue to pray for the Archbishop's recovery. 

O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,  
look favourably on your servant,  

whom you have set at the head of your Church in Sydney as her 
    shepherd;  grant, we pray, that by word and example 

he may be of service to those over whom he presides, 
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,  

he may come to everlasting life. 
   Through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei 

5.00pm V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Greg Michael Need Acolyte Need Acolyte 

Ida / Shirley Sophia / Monica   Marguerite  

Volunteers Volunteers Ronnie C / Louise Joan H/Jean D 

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei 

5.00pm V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Greg Earl Ray Low Graeme 

Moya / Rosie Henrietta / Adele   Marguerite  

Volunteers Volunteers 
Br. Michael /   

Cettina 
Cath Logan/Wendy 

Eather 

 More Altar  Servers  required  Tiana / Bianca   

  Julia/ Norma Kim Marion 

Mary Pereira/ Anna 
Cindric/Kelly & Delaney  

Efrimidis 
    

Angelo D 31/1 
Joumana 7/2 

Volunteers  Chris Wong  
Adam / Tiana / Bro. 

Michael/Ray  

Michael Eather / 
Trevor 

Remember to arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry. 

Please contact Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758 if there is an error in this table. 
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