
Immaculate Heart Immaculate Heart   

of Maryof Mary  

Lord you place deep in our hearts 

the love of Mary Help of Christians.  

Through her prayers grant  

wisdom to our leaders and  

integrity to our citizens. 

Under her protection may  

Australia be granted harmony, jus-

tice and peace. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

A little boy was overheard 

praying: 

"Lord, if you can't make me 

a better boy, don't worry 

about it. I'm having a real 

good time like I am." 

 

(cont from front page) A title given to her by the early church was ‘Apostle to the Apostles’ be-
cause she was the bearer of the message which the male disciples initially did not believe. But 
eventually they too believed that Death had been done to death because the Son had risen. 

Christ’s body was transfigured by the energy of Divine Love and we can, by grace, participate in 
that resurrection life of Our Lord. A glorious destiny awaits us, as indeed it awaits the whole cos-
mos as it is to be transformed by that resurrection life recreating the whole of creation.  

We could take a moment to pray that we, along with all that matters, are graced with the life-
giving energy of the Risen Son and that we may join Mary of Magdala in spreading the Good News 
of Christ’s victory over death. Alleluia! 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Entrance Antiphon   

I have risen, and I am with you still,  

alleluia.You have laid your hand upon 

me, alleluia.Too wonderful for me, this 

knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34, 37-43 

We have eaten and drunk with him after 

his resurrection from the dead. 

Responsorial Psalm :  

Ps 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23. R. v.24 

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad. 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

for his love has no end. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 

‘His love has no end.’ (R.) 

2.The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; 

his right hand raised me up. 

I shall not die, I shall live 

and recount his deeds. (R.) 

3.The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, 

a marvel in our eyes. (R.) 

Second Reading: Col 3:1-4 

Look for the things that are in heaven, 

where Christ is. 

Gospel Acclamation: 1 Cor 5:7-8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 

let us feast with joy in the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel: Jn 20:1-9 

The teaching of scripture is that he must 

rise from the dead. 

Communion antiphon: 1 Cor 5:7-8 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, 

alleluia; therefore let us keep the feast 

with the unleavened bread of purity and 

truth, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Palm Sunday Reflection: By Fr Micahel Tate 

Jesus entered Jerusalem, not as a warrior in the tradition of King David as 
many had hoped for, but riding simply on a donkey. The disciples and the 
crowd applauded him, but they proved fickle in their support. 

On the other hand, Jesus remained steadfast in his commitment to non-
violent revolutionary change of the religious and political systems so as to 
establish the reign of God. Why did he renounce marshalling human and 
angelic warriors to further his cause?  

First, Jesus embodied God-for-us, and God does not want the destruction 
of those he has created out of love. Second, Jesus had a premonition that 
an armed revolt would lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and the disper-
sal of the Jewish people (as occurred in 70AD).  

Third, Luke’s Gospel recounts that as Jesus laboured up Mount Calvary he 
turned to some wailing women and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, weep rather for yourselves and for your children.’ He knew 
that they suffer grievously in armed uprising. This is seen in barbaric reality 
in our own time with women being tortured and raped in campaigns of ter-
ror, trafficked into sexual slavery, suffering the loss of sons, husband and 
lovers. 

We could take a moment to pray that the Church of the 21st century, suc-
cessor of the pacifist Church of the first three centuries, may enter on a 
new period of reflection on these issues, grappling with the desire to pro-
tect the innocent, yet always challenged by the man on a donkey, Divine 
Prince of Peace.  

Easter Sunday Reflection:  

Women go to the tomb as ‘dawn is breaking’. The Power of Darkness 
which had Jesus unjustly sentenced, cruelly tortured and buried in the 
pitch blackness of the tomb, is conquered by the Son-Rise of all sun rises 
flooding our world and the whole of human history with Divine Light and 
Energy. 

This is the heart of our faith as Catholic Christians, which we celebrate with 
bon-fire (good fire) in darkness at the Easter Vigil. From that earthly ele-
ment we light the Easter candle and the Exsultet is sung: ‘Be glad, let earth 
be glad as glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King.’ 

The resurrection itself is nowhere described in the gospels, but we do have 
appearances of the Risen Lord Jesus. The first appearance was to a woman, 
Mary of Magdala. A title given to her by the early church was ‘Apostle to 
the Apostles’ because she was the bearer of the message which the male 
disciples initially did not believe. But eventually they too believed that 
Death had been done to death because the Son had risen. (cont back page) 
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Entrance Antiphon   

* Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed are you, who have come in 

your abundant mercy!  

First Reading:   

Is 50:4-7  

Despite rejection, Isaiah does not aban-

don his call.  

Responsorial Psalm :  

Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2   

(R.) My God, my God, why have you 

abadoned me?  

1. All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.) 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, 

a band of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 

I can count every one of my bones. (R.) 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

my strength, make haste to help me! (R.) 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are assembled. 

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 

Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 

Second Reading: Phil 2:6-11  

He humbled himself to become like us and 

God raised him on high.  

Gospel Acclamation: Phil 2:8-9  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 

endless glory! 

Christ became obedient for us even to 

death 

dying on the cross. 

Therefore God raised him on high 

and gave him a name above all other 

names. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 

endless glory! 

Gospel: Mk 14:1 – 15:47  

The Passion  

Communion antiphon:  

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without 

my drinking it, your will be done. 



Please pray for 

the Deceased: Eileen Mc Gloin, Baden Barter 

& Fr Brendan Shiel. 

 

Sick: Sr Vianney Hatton, Damien & Rosemary 

Caruana 

Legions of Mary   

MD: Meets 10am every Monday  

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.  

St R’s Rosary and Meeting every  

Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Meets second Tuesday of each month in the  

Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

Both Churches have a hearing loop  

Please pray for the work of this Coun-

cil which has been set up as part of the 

Church’s response to the Royal Com-

mission into Institutional  

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

Please pray especially, too,  for the 

victims of child sexual abuse by clergy, religious 

                   HOME ROSARY   

St Raphael’s Parish  Lent Break 

Will Resume after Easter - Mondays  

7.30pm 

 

Mater Dei Parish   - Tuesdays  

 

24th March -  Agnes Peluso  

1/153 Connells Point  Road,  

Connells Point 11.00am   

 

31st March -  Nives Care   

33Church St., Blakehurst 11.00 am start Ro-

sary first then  followed  

by a Caritas Fundraiser  

 

7th April  -  Josie & Denis Kocina 

45 Townson St, Blakehurst 8PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE StR MD 

First 488 611 

Second: loose 363 608 

Envelopes 450 690 

MASS TIMES this week 

  Mater Dei  St.Raphaels 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday    8.00am   

Wednesday 8.00am  

Thursday    9.15am 

Friday  8am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment)   

Saturday   4.30pm 

EXPOSITION   

Saturday from  4.00pm 

Congratulations to  Sophia Chao, 
Amy Li, Kenix Pang & Sherry Yung  
Who have successfully com-
pleted the RCIA program and 
now have come forward to 
embrace the Catholic Faith.  
They will be baptized and 
confirmed at the Vigil Mass  
at St Raphael's on Holy Satur-
day Night.  
We will keep them all in our prayers & a big 
thankyou to Graeme & Jean & all of the 
members of the RCIA team who guided 
them on their journey 

 

 

 

 

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Priest 

Fr Isidore Anantharaj 

Phone: 95462605 

pp@materdei-straphael.org.au  

Presbytery & Parish Office 

  1008 King Georges Rd.,  

   Blakehurst, NSW 2221 

Fax: 95472323 

www.materdei-straphael.org.au  

Mater Dei Church:  1008 King Georges Rd,  

                            Blakehurst,  

St Raphael’s Church: 84 George St,  

                              South 

Hurstville 

Parish Secretary 

Mrs Jenny Stanley 

  admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Br. Joe Cassar 

9546 1232 

Pastoral Assistant (St Raphael’s): 

  Br. Ben Krupowicz   Ph: 9546 2544 

strsh@outlook.com     

Priest in Residence   

  Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz  

       (Chaplain to the French) 

Mobile: 0412786 245 

SCHOOLS: 

Mater Dei Primary          9546 7298  

Principal: Mr Peter Cranney   

St Raphael’s Primary … .9546 4898 

Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie 

HEALING MASS 

Friday 10th April 2015 

St Therese’s Church 15 Garrong Rd 
Lakemba 

Rosary 7pm 

Reconciliation 7-8pm 

Prayer & Praise 7.30pm  

Mass 8pm 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 2015.  St Teresa of 
Avila 2: Bishop David Walker DD, Emeritus 
Bishop of the Diocese of Broken Bay, will 
deliver teachings on St Teresa of Avila.  St 
Teresa, a Doctor of the Church, has come 
to be recognised as one of the great teach-
ers of how to journey to God.  Come and 
join us in exploring the richness of St Tere-
sa’s wisdom.  All are welcome!  The venue 
for all courses will be The Centre for Chris-
tian Spirituality, 14 Frances St, Rand-
wick.  St Teresa of Avila 2: The Interior Cas-
tle.  Dates: Wednesdays: 29 April, 6 & 13 
May 2015, 7.00 – 8.30pm.  Course Cost: 
$25.  To register: http//trybooking.com/
GVFO. 

Please note the Parish Office Hours: 

Tuesday: 9.30 –2.30 

Wednesday: 9.30—2.30 

Friday: 9.30—2.30 

The PARISH OFFICE IS UNATTENDED ON MONDAYS 

& THURSDAYS: 

 

 

 

 

Mater Dei Parish and St Raphael’s Par-

ish 

Invite you to their annual Parish Dinner 

 

Christmas in July 
Friday, 24th July 2015 

 

7pm for 7:30pm start 

 

 Doltone House 

223 Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania Wa-
ters 

 

Cost: $75 per person 

Includes 3 course meal,  

beer wine and soft drinks, coffee/Tea 

DJ Included 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT, 17-19 APRIL. A retreat for Catholic 

men exploring if God is calling them to the Priesthood, including talks, oppor-

tunities for prayer, Confession, spiritual guidance, Adoration, group discus-

sion and Q & A. Where: Seminary of the Good Shepherd, 50-58 Abbotsford 

Rd, Homebush. What: The retreat program can be downloaded from 

www.vocationcentre.org.au under “Important Dates.” Cost: It‟s free, but reg-

istration is essential for food & accommodation. Enquiries/registration: voca-

tions@sydneycatholic.org or 9390 5970. „No strings attached.‟ This re-

treat is designed to help men discern their vocation. 
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